
It is only in the fourth section that indigenous people emerge as a fundamental preoccu-
pation and it is here that some of the most innovative and interesting scholarship is on dis-
play, even if the full potential of this subject matter has yet to be realised. As Robert acknowl-
edges in her introduction, understanding the role of indigenous converts and leaders is “One
of the most important challenges in mission history” (17). Neither Eleanor Jackson, R.G.
Tiedemann, nor J.F.A. Ajayi shrink from the challenge, considering in their turn the role of
indigenous agency in Bengal, China, and West Africa. All three scholars bring fascinating new
insights that challenge and extend our understanding of the reception, digestion, and adap-
tation of Christian belief systems by native inhabitants. Understandably but somewhat
frustratingly constrained in length, if the footnotes and appendices of Jackson in particular
are anything to go by, there is much more to be said on these topics. In saying this, it would
be good to see future scholarship building upon the solid foundations laid here, but perhaps
being bolder and more inventive in their methodologies in order to bring out more clearly the
voices of the indigenous converts and leaders themselves.

In conclusion, although it is probably unnecessary for each essay to state in its opening
that it contributes to a previously neglected area of study, this collection nonetheless repre-
sents a substantial and genuinely informative set of considerations that advance the study of
mission history further from the binary past and towards a promisingly diverse and pluralis-
tic future.

Claire Eldridge, University of St Andrews
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Jeffrey Hadler, Muslims and Matriarchs: Cultural Resilience in Indonesia through
Jihad and Colonialism. Cornell University Press, 2008. xiii, 232 pages. ISBN:
9780801446979 (cloth). $39.95.

In a richly documented historical account of Minangkabau culture, Jeffrey Hadler expertly
examines the interplay between the Minangkabau matriarchal systems, the Padris’ reformist
ideology and European colonial forces that ultimately created a dynamic Minangkabau
hybrid culture. He believes that the resilience of the matriarchal system is due to “the forti-
tude of local tradition, the unexpected flexibility of reformist Islam and the ultimate weakness
of colonialism”. By referring to local Minangkabau sources as well as Dutch and British colo-
nial sources, he investigates the reasons why matriarchy persists, despite being challenged,
first by Padri neo-Wahhabism, then by Islamic reformism, and finally by European concep-
tions of progress and modernity. Hadler’s compelling analysis uncovers a story of negotia-
tion and compromise in Sumatra.

Hadler begins his history at the beginning of the nineteenth century. He expands in dra-
matic detail upon the violent confrontation between the Padris headed by Tuanku Imam
Bondjol, and the Minangkabau in the famous Padri Wars, a protracted series of conflicts
fought between 1821 to 1837 in West Sumatra. The neo-Wahhabi Padris certainly could not
reconcile the Minangkabau matriliny and matrilocal longhouses with the essential teachings
of Islam, and therefore declared a jihad against the traditional matrilineal elite. But, Hadler
argues, the neo-Wahhabis did not manage to upset the matriarchal system in West Sumatra.
In fact, Hadler argues that it was Dutch colonisation that impinged upon the matriarchate
and attempted to impose a patriarchal state, and not the Padris. The Padri experience armed
the traditionalists for a defense of their matriarchate from both the colonial state and the pro-
gressive critics (9). The Minangkabau were forced, at this juncture, to not only define, but
also defend, their concept of culture and custom in the face of the Padris’ incisive and well-
reasoned critique. The Padri Wars provided an entrance for the Dutch into West Sumatra that
ultimately led to the incorporation of West Sumatra into the Netherlands East Indies.
Compelled to defend their matrilineal customs before the arrival of the Dutch, Hadler
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believes that the Minangkabau had learned to defend their culture in order to survive during
the colonial period.

Hadler fleshes out a nuanced history of Minangkabau that aims to break free of simplistic
colonial categories. The Padris are presented as part of a global movement that introduces
a new idea of society, and not simply as a community that was formed in response to colo-
nial onslaught in Sumatra. Hadler’s use of local sources, most notably the memoirs of
Tuanku Imam Bondjol, is particularly illuminating. Hadler’s extensive reading of Imam
Bondjol’s writings definitely complicate the character of this famous personage in Indonesian
history, and provide a timely corrective to reductionist portraits of the Sumatran leader. A
major contribution of this book is its emphasis on the fact that Tuanku Imam Bondjol, in
what Hadler calls an act of moral bravery (28), publicly renounced his ideology, made repa-
rations, and apologised for the suffering his war caused, after discovering that Wahhabis
teachings had been discredited in Mecca. In the end, Imam Bondjol confined religious
authority to matters of shariah, and allowed customary leaders to adjudicate certain social
issues. This was a far cry from more common portrayals of Imam Bondjol as a strict, inflex-
ible Muslim leader.

In the light of this rich survey of Minangkaau writings, it is curious that Hadler consistent-
ly refers to Padris as “neo-Wahhabis”. Although classified as Wahhabis in British and Dutch
colonial reports, the Padris were unlikely to call themselves the unflattering name of
“Wahabbis”. One wonders, therefore, how the Padris defined themselves in their own litera-
ture which Hadler had examined with great care otherwise.

In order to portray a more accurate portrayal of Sumatra, Hadler proceeds to adopt a
micro-perspective by focusing on relations in the family household. Hadler’s study reveals
that throughout the nineteenth century, the role of women in society and the definition of the
house and the family were the focus of debate in Minangkabau. By the beginning of the twen-
tieth century, differences became more obvious between local custom and relatively newer
Western conceptions. The Minangkabau behavioural handbook by “adat” expert A. Latif pro-
vides valuable insight into Minangkabaus’ own conceptions of change within their society
during the colonial period.

Hadler proceeds to creatively examine the impact of colonialism through the lens of the
longhouse (“rumah gadang”). More specifically, he examines British scholar-officials’ fasci-
nation with the Minangkabau longhouse, with its well-known and recognisable sloping
horned-roof, that evolved from one house type amongst many to become stylised and part
of the formal regalia of Minangkabau authority in British eyes. When the Dutch took over
West Sumatra, a particular kind of longhouse known as “rumah gadang” became the defin-
ing type of the Minangkabau longhouse towards the end of the nineteenth century, alongside
a new definition of authority. The longhouse thus became a symbol of status and collabora-
tion with the local Minangkabau.

As a perceptive historian, Hadler tends to contextualise the past in ways that illuminate the
present. As a result, his narrative sometimes leans more heavily towards the nationalist
approach. For example, he alludes to the conspicuous illustration of Imam Bondjol on
Indonesian currency. Hadler challenges the narrative of the modern nation-state that incor-
porates Sumatra uncomplicatedly into the fold of Indonesian history, by pointing out that
Sumatrans saw themselves as participants in the Alam Melayu and looked to Singapore and
Malaya, not Java, for a sense of community (113). Indeed Sumatra seemed to merit its own
history away from a nationalist perspective. Thus, it is important to investigate when the shift
to adopt a nationalist perspective occurred in the writings of Minangkabau writers, and the
reasons behind this shift. In association with these pertinent questions, how exactly did the
Minangkabau reconcile its own particular history with that of the newly-formed nation-state?
Hadler hints at the end of his book that the rapid generation of texts in the 1930s replaced
actual politics during an era of colonial repression by the Dutch. Hadler’s historical account,
written from the perspective of a major island in the nation-state of Indonesia, would certain-
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ly benefit from a deeper analysis of Minangkabau’s as yet nebulous position in the nascent
age of state-formation in postcolonial Indonesia.

In examining the persistence of matriarchy, Hadler has mostly viewed the history of
Minangkabau through the eyes of male protagonists, from reformists to nationalist writers
based in Sumatra. Individual male voices are heard in full detail through Hadler’s reading of
manuals, notebooks and essays written by these men. In contrast, women’s voices are only
noted as an undifferentiated whole. The reader is thus left to imagine how the women them-
selves perceived historical changes in their society and their changing roles that came with
them. What exactly were their thoughts on the reworking of space in the longhouse, chang-
ing definitions of women’s domestic roles and increasing opportunities for women’s educa-
tion during the colonial period and after?

Hadler’s fascinating historical account of the resilience of the matriarchate sheds useful
light on strategies of maintenance of local structures in Sumatra despite the impact of colo-
nialism and Islamic reformism. But one cannot help but wonder if Hadler, in his zeal to prove
the resilience of the Minangkabau matriarchate, has overlooked the changes that it had
undergone over the course of two centuries. It is, after all, unlikely that the form of matriar-
chate that endured until the postcolonial era was the same form that existed in the early nine-
teenth century. Historical changes, however subtle, should be taken into account.

Undoubtedly, the scope of Hadler’s book is vast, and the concerns he addresses are
extremely important. Within a highly articulate framework of architecture, space and educa-
tion, he manages to raise highly pertinent issues about the place of Islam, and other impor-
tant cultural elements in Indonesian history. This is an extremely useful volume on a geo-
graphical region which has not been adequately studied.

Nurfadzilah Yahaya, Princeton University

Fuyuko Matsukata, Oranda Fusetsugaki to Kinsei Nihon (Dutch Reporting of World
News during the Tokugawa period, 1641-1859). Tokyo: Tokyo University Press,
2007. 344 pp. ISBN: 9784130262156 (hbk.). ¥7200.

In 1609, two vessels belonging to the Dutch East India Company reached Japan and initiat-
ed a relationship with the Tokugawa state (Bakufu) that would last until the middle of the
nineteenth century. The Japan factory, as it is usually known, operated in the small domain
of Hirado for just over three decades until 1641 when it was forcibly relocated to the island
of Deshima in Nagasaki harbour. Once in Nagasaki, the Dutch were placed under close
supervision by Tokugawa officials, who regulated every aspect of the factory’s operations.
G.F. Meijlan, who served as the chief merchant on Deshima in the first half of the nineteenth
century, provides a good description of what happened when a Dutch ship arrived in the
harbour:

Two or three hours after the captain of the ship and the other passengers went
ashore, the interpreters, along with the elders, townspeople and spies, came to the
chief factor to hear the news from Europe and the Indies. The general news, includ-
ing reports of wars, peace, battles, victories, successions, the death of kings, and
other such things, is presented and written down by the interpreters. The news is
beautifully written in Japanese characters and signed by the head of the factory
before being sent by special post to Edo.1

These reports, which are known in Japanese as Oranda fusetugaki (reports of rumours
from the Dutch), form the subject of Matsukata Fuyuko’s first book. The author will be
familiar to anyone who has worked on the long connection between Japan and the Nether-
lands. She is part of a highly active team of scholars based at the Historiographical Institute
at the University of Tokyo, who have taken charge of the monumental task of editing, trans-
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